
Major Sawyer's Crew

Left to right:    William F. Sawyer, Beverly A. Swingle, Robert Bird, James K. Peck,
 A. Richard Winchester, Horace N. Tiller, James H. Porter, James L. Nichols,

 Raymond Thompson, William H. Whitman, Robert J. McLoughlin
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Names are below the photo.
Those underlined are e-mail links.

Top Row, Left to right:   Romaine D. "Red" Round,  Chas A. Wood, Jr.,   Jack Stegelman,
  Royal C.D. Taylor,   Roy L. Morgan,   Ray K. Richert.

Bottom Row, Left to right:   Myron "Smokey" Sestak,   John L. McRae,
  Kassel M. Keene,   George F. Border, Walter J. Stoll.

Not shown:  Arthur Rossler who took over as A/C after the
loss of Major Keene and Lieutenant Sestak.
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Kassel M. Keene
Major, USAF

November 30, 1918 - Unknown
 

 

  

     November 19, 1952...Fifty years have passed since the Russian MIG15 pilot, Guard Senior Lieutenant Dobrovichan, flying out of Myaogou Air Field,
attacked the B-29 carrying Major Sawyer’s seasoned crew on, I understand, one of their last missions.  Also on board that aircraft on their initial
orientation flight was Lt. Myron Sestak and Major Kassel Keene.  My mother, Ferol Keene, was so proud of them. She often spoke of Kass’ Kiddies.  
Myron, “Smokey”, was a favorite of hers. I have pictures of a crew picnic where everyone had their fluorescent pink, black polka-dot baseball caps with
their crew position emblazoned in bold letters, AC, CO, etc.   My mothers had the CO, of course. She died November 6, 1956, leaving her and Kass’ three
children Elaine, Kenny and Barbara orphans.
I applied for guardianship. My wife, Genie, and I raised them along with our three girls. All three Keene kids now reside in Phoenix, AZ. My mother died
not knowing Smokey had been executed.   And Kass was still MIA, declared dead a year and a day later. It has been revealed, thanks to the Freedom of
Information Act, that he had been a prisoner and, in a North Korean Civil trial, sentenced to 21 ½ years for fighting with another prisoner. The people who
knew Kass also know if Kass accosted another prisoner that other prisoner was a collaborator or at least damn well deserved a beating. As Kass would say
“damn straight”.

     He was a man of principal of whom I admired greatly. He taught me logic, patience, fairness and honesty. I only wish I were as good as he in these
attributes. Hands down he was the finest person I have ever known.

     In a recent email from R. D. Round, he stated that Kass’ name was not listed among the names at the Punch Bowl Memorial. I’ve been told by two people
that they found his name there. I’ll be there probably within a year and we’ll see.

     Recently I had a visitor from Australia, James Morrison, USMC Ret., dual citizen and Kass’ nephew. Before he arrived I obtained a DNA kit from
DPMO Randolph AFB. We have needed a blood sample from a maternal member of Kass’ family. Jim was going to visit his sister in Houston upon leaving
California, so I had him take his sister Shirley by the hand to a doctor’s office and now the AF has a sample for a DNA match, hopefully.

     To express the futility of trying to obtain information from the Government is legendary, and as Walt Stoll extols, it is a brick wall we have hit. The
Government has something to hide. They picked up their briefcases at Panmunjom on July 27, 1953, and left the table knowing Kass (and many, many
more, reported to be 137) were still alive and were being used as pawns in a conflict the Government wanted to forget.

     I wrote a letter (a copy of which is attached) to Senator John McCain, R-AZ, in Kenneth Keene’s name (as he resides in Arizona and is the natural son)
pleading to use his influence to break the AF intelligence stone-walling. Senator McCain did not even acknowledge receiving the letter. He is alleged to have
received preferential treatment while he (an Admiral’s son) was a POW. He also sponsored a bill to make it harder for relatives of POW’s to obtain
information from the Government. Surely something is “rotten in Denmark” or Arizona?

     I would like to write a bio on Kass but I just don’t have access to dates and names, being a step-son. I do know he was born in WashingtonCounty,
Tennille, GA on 11-30-1918, father Charlie Alford Keene, mother Annie Hudson Wood Keene. He graduated from Tech High School in Atlanta, GA. He
attended Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech) college for a time, and joined the Army Air Corps prior to December 7, 1941. Married Ferol on
12-29-41. Discharged after WWII, he attended UC Berkley and Hastings School of Law, San Francisco.  He was a salesman for Corcoran Paper Co., Long
Beach, CA. He, being a reserve officer, volunteered to active duty in the Korean conflict. Training at Forbes AFB and survival school in Reno, with an all
volunteer crew of which he was extremely proud. Only room for he and Smokey on a flight out of Travis AFB, they left leaving the rest of the crew to follow.
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When the remaining crew members arrived at Yakota AFB, Japan, Kass and Smokey were MIA. What emotions must have raced through these men? 
Why? They must be kidding ! Will it happen to me next ? They had to be some of our bravest to board their newly assigned aircraft with that knowledge
and an unfamiliar crew. They had to be the bravest of the brave. I salute them, they done good. Thank you.

     I was in the AF at Tague and Pusan when the POW’s were being repatriated. Anxiously I scanned the returnee’s listed in the Stars and Stripes. No Kass.
No Smokey. But they* knew and did not tell us. Kind of makes you suspicious of our Government and the current events evolving in the world. Do we know
it all this time?

Sheldon S. Olson

*The Truce Negotiators in part were:
Maj. Gen. Howard Turner
Rear Admiral R. E. Libby
Rear Admiral Arleigh Burke
Maj. Gen. Lee Hyung Keun, R.O.K.
Vice Admiral C. Turner Joy (Chief of Delegation)
Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. (Chief during exchange)

To them, living or dead, I say WHY?
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Myron F. "Smokey" Sestak
2nd Lt., U.S.A.F.      4/25/1920 - 11/19/1952

  
  

"Those who have long enjoyed such privileges as we enjoy
   forget in time that men have died to win them"

-FDR-
   

    This page was created in an effort to honor and preserve the memory of Myron F. Sestak and his fellow crew members of the 98th Bomb Wing/345th
Bomb Squadron. Myron lost his life in the service of his country when, on November 19, 1952, his B-29 aircraft was shot down over North
Korea.  Myron served as a B-24 bombardier during World War II, having successfully completed missions into China and Japan while assigned to the
494th Bomb Group/867th Squadron, but was killed on his first combat orientation flight, after only a few days in Japan.

    While stateside, Smokey was assigned to Major Kassel Keene's crew. Here is a crew picture that was taken upon completion of training before being
sent to Yokota Airbase, Japan. Here are some candid crew pictures taken later at Yokota, including the Loaded Lady, one of the crew's aircraft. A
special thanks to Walter Stoll, "Red" Round and Jack Stegelman for providing copies of these pictures.  Here are some other candid photos from
Yokota that were provided by James Landrum.  James was assigned to the 91st Intelligence/548th Reconnaissance Tech Squadron.

Kassel M. Keene
 

    Major Kassel Monford Keene....a leader....a man of integrity and honor.  His page contains a tribute, some biographical information
about him, and the thoughts of his step-son, Sheldon S. Olson.  Visit his page here:  Kassel M. Keene

William H. Whitman
 

    Bill Whitman was one of the crewmates that was lost on November 19, 1952.  I have recently been in touch with Bill's cousin, Susan. 
She was kind enough to send along pictures of Bill, the crew and their plane.  To learn more about Bill, you can view his page here: 
William H. Whitman

Horace N. Tiller
 

    "Terry" Tiller was also lost on November 19th, 1952.  On Veteran's Day, November 11, 2000, a memorial service was held to honor
MSgt. Horace N. Tiller.   A reprint of the article " Final Honor" from The Fresno (CA) Bee, provided by Horace' daughter Candice, can
be seen here:  The Fresno Bee

    Walter Stoll was featured in an article in the June 26, 2000 Orange County (CA) Register. The article speaks of his relentless pursuit for the truth in
the search for one of the missing crewmen, and his friend, Kassel M. Keene.  The article contains one minor error; it indicates that Smokey was a radio
operator, rather than a radar operator (VO).   You can view the article here:  The Orange County Register

Smokey and Major Kassel Keene were flying an orientation flight with 
Major William Sawyer's crew on November 19, 1952 when they were 

lost. Here is a crew photo and a photo of the aircraft, Wright's Delight's .
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 Name Status  Place of Birth

 Robert J. Bird, Captain
 Navigator

MIA  Rutland, VT

 Morton H. Jensen, Technical Sergeant
 Electronic Countermeasures Operator

MIA  St. Paul, MN

 Kassel M. Keene, Major
 Observing Aircraft Commander

MIA  Seal Beach, CA

 Robert J. McLoughlin, Airman Second Class
 Tail Gunner

MIA  Elmhurst, NY

 James L. Nichols, Airman Second Class
 Central Fire Control Gunner

MIA  Knoxville, IA

 James K. Peck, First Lieutenant
 Bombardier

MIA  Arvada, CO

 James H. Porter, Airman First Class
 Radio Operator

MIA  Shreveport, LA

 William F. Sawyer, Major
 Aircraft Commander

Rescued  

 Beverly A. Swingle, First Lieutenant
 Co-Pilot

KIA  Chattanooga, TN

 Raymond Thompson, Airman First Class
 Left Gunner

MIA  Akron, OH

 Horace N. Tiller, Master Sergeant
 Flight Engineer

MIA  Spur, TX

 William H. Whitman, Airman First Class
 Right Gunner

MIA  Man, WV

 Allan R. Winchester, First Lieutenant
 Radar Operator

Rescued  

    As indicated above, Major Sawyer and Lieutenant Winchester were fortunate enough to have survived the mission, and were subsequently
rescued. You can view the declassified portion of the 98th Bomb Group monthly operations and intelligence report containing their statements
here: Interrogation Report This document was provided by Mr. Herb Harper, the 98th Bomb Group Historian, and was obtained from the Air Force
Historical Archives at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.  You can view a map of the area referenced in the report here: Korea Bay

    Lieutenant Sestak and Lieutenant Swingle were both killed, their bodies later recovered. The rest of the crew was classified as "Missing In Action"
until 20 November 1953, when the Air Force terminated that status based on a "presumptive finding of death". You can read that report here:  Finding of
Death Report It is believed that the entire crew safely bailed out of the damaged aircraft, and were alive when they reached the ground. 2 men died, 2
were rescued, and 10 have been Missing in Action for over 47 years. Based on later reports, some, if not all of the crew members are known to have
been taken as Prisoners of War...Their fate unknown and uninvestigated by the U.S. government to this day. A special thanks to Bonita Bird Dewiliby for
providing a copy of the Finding of Death Report.

    The U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs was established in March 1992 by the direction of the Presidents of the United States and of the
Russian Federation. The Commission serves as a forum through which both nations seek to determine the fate of their missing servicemen.  The
documents found in the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission Database (the so-called “Task Force Russia” documents) consist of the minutes of plenary
sessions, reports from the working group sessions, and the translation of Russian-language documents retrieved from various archives in the Russian
Federation pertaining to American personnel missing from World War II to the present.  Here are the documents relative to the shoot-down on November
19, 1952.  They are in Adobe PDF format, and will take a minute to download:  TFR506 and TFR 542

----------    Please Note    ----------

    The U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory operates a facility in Hawaii that is dedicated to recovering and identifying the remains of
missing servicemen.  The USACIL is actively seeking DNA samples from certain blood relatives to aid in the identification of hundreds of set of
remains currently in their possession, as well as any that will be recovered in the future.

    Not all relatives qualify to donate a DNA sample.  To see if you qualify as a DNA donor, check the chart here:  DNA Chart    If you qualify, or if you
know someone who does, please urge them to contact the appropriate number below, and arrange to provide a DNA sample as soon as possible.  It may
help to bring a hero home.

USAF
Missing Persons
Branch
1-800-531-5501

USA
Casualty and
Memorial Affairs
Operations Center
1-800-892-2490

USN
Missing Person
Section (POW-MIAAffairs)
1-800-443-9298

USMC
Casualty Branch
1-800-847-1597

    Ed Moynagh has been working to establish contact with family members of our MIA's to inform them about the governments Outreach and DNA
testing programs.  A site has been established to assist with this effort at http://KoreanWarMIAs.com  If you are a family of a Korean War MIA, or
know someone who is, please stop by the site to see if the military requires updated contact information for you.

    Please take a moment to reflect and remember those veterans who so valiantly served their country....especially those who made the ultimate sacrifice
and paid with their lives. After that, take a few minutes and send a message to your U.S. and State representatives.  Ask what they are doing to support
the effort to provide a full accounting of our brothers that are still missing and unaccounted for after all these years.....Search here to find your State's
Congressional Representatives  Be respectful, but insistent in your request. It's the very least we can do for the gentle heros that we left behind.....

Search this site 
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    If there is something that you would like to see added to this site, share a memory, or if you would just like to let us know you were here, please sign
the Guest Book;

 Guest Book Sign  Guest Book View

Click on the above logo to find out how you can participate in 
the 2003 Internet Blackout Day in honor of our POW-MIA's

 

   This Award is issued to this site by the Advisory Board of the POW/MIA
Freedom Fighters Organization, for it's early and steadfast commitment to

our missing Warriors  

Any comments or questions about this page can be
directed to:  Ray Sestak
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The following is a copy of an article published
 in the November 12, 2000 Fresno (CA) Bee
The original can be viewed by following this 

link:  Final Honor

Final Honor

The wife of a missing veteran receives his awards decades later.

By Jim Davis
The Fresno Bee

(Published November 12, 2000)

MADERA -- The telegram came on Thanksgiving Day all those winters ago, when Elsie Tiller was trying to get her children ready to visit her sister. Plane shot down over Korea, the telegram
read. Her husband missing. Possibly taken prisoner. Possibly killed.

In the first weeks, months and years afterward, Elsie Tiller held out hope that her husband was alive. She held out hope during the prisoner exchanges of the Korean War. And after the
war, she held out hope when newspapers ran stories about prisoners possibly being held in Siberia or elsewhere in Russia.

But Horace Nelson Tiller never came home. His body was never found.

"It was just as time went by, it was just too much time had gone by," Elsie Tiller said. "Hope just died."

Without a body, there was never a funeral.

On Saturday, at a ceremony in Madera County, Elsie Tiller was honored when the military gave her a ceremonial flag and a set of her husband's medals. "It will be something that we will
remember," Tiller said. "It will be a closure."

The Tillers' story begins more than 50 years ago when Elsie met Horace -- his friends called him Terry -- when he was stationed in Merced during World War II. A friend brought him to
Elsie's house in Madera. They married three months later on May 10, 1943. Terry Tiller was not sent into action during World War II. After he got out of the service, he never felt at ease
in civilian life. He joined the Air National Guard. After the Korean War broke out in 1950, Terry Tiller returned to active duty in the Air Force.

"By that time we had our four kids, all small," Elsie Tiller said. "I had to sign a release for him saying it was OK for him to go." During the war, Tiller attained the rank of master sergeant,
serving as a flight engineer.

It's been many years, so some of the details are fuzzy for Elsie Tiller. She knows he flew in a bomber. Her son, Pat, thinks it was a B-29. She knows her husband was on one of his last
missions when his plane was shot down Nov. 19, 1952.

"They were training other crew members to take his place, and that's when it happened," Elsie Tiller said.

A couple of crew members were found safe. A couple were found dead. Six others, including Tiller, were never found.

She has never received a definitive acknowledgment of her husband's death from the government, other than a two-line letter she could use to receive federal benefits.

In the months that followed the arrival of that fateful telegram, Tiller collected veterans benefits and Social Security payments. More than a year after her husband disappeared, she was
given an insurance check for $10,000. "It didn't last very long because I put it down on a house, and it was gone before I knew it," she said.

Over the years, as hope faded, Tiller continued with her life, moving from Madera to Fresno to Hollister, where she's living now until she can find a new apartment in Fresno.

She never remarried, in part because she was too busy raising her children.

In 1985, Pat Tiller, who lives in Sandy, Ore., began using the Freedom of Information Act to collect information about his dad and the fatal flight. He said he learned his father was listed as
both "killed in action" and a "prisoner of war." He even tracked down one of the two crew members known to have survived the flight -- retired Col. Richard Winchester, who now lives in
Florida.

The Tiller children began asking questions among themselves, such as why their mother never received a ceremonial flag or any type of ceremony. "It was just a question that we had kind of
mentioned," said Candice Cotterill, Elsie's daughter who lives in Hollister. "On TV, we'd see a military funeral and flag, and we thought that's kind of crazy because Mom never got one."

On Memorial Day, the Tillers' other daughter, Elizabeth Avedesian, who lives in Fresno, approached U.S. Rep. George Radanovich, R-Mariposa, at a ceremony in Madera and asked about the
flag. He got her in touch with his staff, and they were able to get the family in contact with Air Force personnel in Texas. The family discovered that they were entitled not only to the flag,
but also to 11 medals and citations.

"We never knew that he had any of these awards or citations or anything," Cotterill said.

The family arranged for Elsie Tiller to be presented with the awards Saturday. Trevor Dean, a civilian who works for the Air Force Mortuary Affairs program who came to Madera County to
present the flag and medals, said it's unusual for families to have to wait for years, even decades. "I don't know necessarily that it was an oversight," Dean said. "I don't know the
circumstances -- it just didn't occur."

The Tillers' children said they're happy their mother finally received the tribute. "She's been living with this for about 48 years," Avedesian said. "So it's about time."

The reporter can be reached at jmdavis

@fresnobee.com or 675-6805.
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William H. Whitman
S/Sgt., USAF

March 6, 1930 - Unknown
 

  

     William Henry Whitman, known as "Bill" to family and friends, was born March 6, 1930, at Lorado in Logan County, West Virginia.  The only child of
Allen and Nawassa Craddock Whitman, he grew up in the house his parents planned and built in South Man, a suburb of Man, West Virginia.

     Bill was educated in Logan County, West Virginia, public schools, graduating in 1947 from Man High School, where he lettered in football.  Following
high school, he enrolled as a cadet at Greenbrier Military School in Lewisburg, West Virginia.  He subsequently attended Marshall College, now Marshall
University, in Huntington, West Virginia.  While Bill was a student at Marshall, his father Allen died in 1949.

     When the United States entered the Korean War in June of 1950, Bill left Marshall to join the United States Air Force.  On October 10, 1950, he signed
for a term of four years.

     After extensive training at various Air Force facilities in the United States, Bill, along with the rest of his flight crew, shipped in June of 1952 to Yokota
Air Base in Japan, where the group was assigned to the 345th Bomb Squadron, 98th Bomb Wing.  The men were advised that they would fly a total of thirty
combat missions, and then they would be re-assigned to non-combat duty.

     In the latter part of July of 1952, the crew flew it's first combat mission.  For the next several months, the men were in the air regularly carrying out
dangerous bombing missions at targets located in enemy territory.  By the middle of November, Bill and his comrades had completed some twenty-five
missions and were looking forward to returning to the United States for Christmas.  Bill did his Christmas shopping in Tokyo, Japan, wrapped the gifts
himself, and mailed them to his mother.  There was something for everyone in the family, down to the youngest cousin.

     The Christmas presents made it home for the holidays, but, sadly, Bill and eleven other members of the crew did not.  On the night of November 19,
1952, while flying their twenty-seventh bombing mission*, Bill and the others on board were forced to bail out of the aircraft, when enemy fire struck the
B-29 just after it had successfully dropped its bombs on the assigned target.  Of the fourteen airmen on board, two men survived and two men's bodies were
recovered, but Bill and the remaining nine crewmembers vanished and have never been accounted for.  One year and one day later, on November 20, 1953,
Bill and the other missing men were declared dead by the United States Air Force.

     In December 1952, while Bill was in missing status, his rank was upgraded from Airman First Class to Staff Sergeant, a promotion he had expected to
receive.  Among his awards were the National Defense Service Medal, a Good Conduct Medal, the United Nations Service Medal and the Korean Service
Medal with three bronze stars for participation in the Korea Summer/Fall (1952), Third Korean Winter, the Korean Summer/Fall (1953) campaigns, and an
Air Medal.  Later, he was awarded the Purple Heart.  These medals were sent to his grief-stricken mother, along with a Certificate of Remembrance
personally signed by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

     Bill's mother Nawassa, known as "Aunt Wassa" to her several nieces and nephews, survived until 1982, when she died, heartbroken, never knowing the
fate of her only child.

Written by:  Susan Craddock Partain, first cousin to William Henry Whitman
October 10, 2001
Logan, West Virginia

*  Writer's calculation based on Bill's letters to his mother, Mrs. Nawassa Whitman, and the letters of other crewmember's parents to Mrs. Whitman.
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Aircraft history is below photo

Wright's Delight's Aircraft History

Serial Number:  44-86392
Manufactured by:  Glenn L. Martin Co., Omaha, Nebraska
Delivered to the USAAF on 23 July, 1945
July, 1945; to 238th AAF Base Unit (2nd Air Force), Mountain Home AAF, Idaho
September, 1945; to 236th AAF Base Unit (2nd Air Force), Pyote AAF, Texas (to TB-29)
December, 1945; to 4141st AAF Base Unit (AMC), Pyote AAF  (storage)
June, 1948; to 4136th AF Base Unit (AMC), Tinker AFB, Oklahoma (to B-29)
September, 1948; to 306th Bombardment Group (SAC), MacDill AFB, Florida
January, 1949; to 307th Bombardment Group (SAC), MacDill AFB
March, 1950; to 307th Bombardment Wing (SAC), MacDill AFB
August, 1950; to 307th Bombardment Wing (Far East Air Forces), Kadena AB, Japan
August, 1952; to 98th Bombardment Wing (FEAF), Yokota AB, Japan
November, 1952; removed from inventory due to combat loss

The photo of Wright's Delight's was provided by Mr. John M. Campbell
The aircraft history was provided by the AFHRA, by way of Mr. Jesse Richey

Thanks to both of these gentlemen for their contribution
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WON'T GIVE UP: Walter
Stoll, 77, a retired Air Force
lieutenant colonel, is
committed to learning what
happened to Kassell Keene.
Click image for larger photo.
Photo by JERRY HOEFER/For The
Register

FATE UNKNOWN: Kassell
Keene of Seal Beach,
center of bottom row, posed
with his B-29 crew
nicknamed "Kass's Kiddies"
before they flew to Japan.
Keene was last seen alive
when he bailed out of a
disabled B-29 on his first
flight over Korea in
1952.Click image for larger photo.

 

Click here!

top stories

Fate of MIA spurs tireless pursuit

SEARCH: The Seal Beach man's stepson and a
retired colonel hunt for details about the downing
of his plane 48 years ago.

June 26, 2000

By JOHN GITTELSOHN
The Orange County Register

The last confirmed sighting of
Kassell Monford Keene occurred
when he bailed out of a B-29,
after a Soviet MiG shot the
bomber down over North Korea.

That was Nov. 19, 1952, and no
one believes Keene, who would
turn 82 this year, is still alive. But
Keene's former crewmate, Walter
Stoll, and his stepson, Sheldon
Olson, are on a crusade to find out
what happened to the missing
pilot from Seal Beach.

Did Keene survive the jump? Was
he captured? Was Keene, as one
Air Force document suggests,
kept a prisoner by the North
Koreans?

Why would the Air Force keep
the report secret?

"Somebody knows," said Stoll,
77, a retired Air Force lieutenant
colonel, living in Wills, Texas.
"I'm not going to let it die."

In his hunt for the truth, Stoll has
come face to face with a web of
Korean War-era conspiracy
theories -- abandoned POWs,
communist brainwashing, official U.S. cover-ups.

Fifty years after the Korean War began, questions of this
far-away conflict remain unanswered and, perhaps,
unanswerable.

Military officials bridle at accusations they are hiding
something.

"Nobody is more anxious than we are to resolve all the cases
we can," said Larry Greer, spokesman for the Department of
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office. "We have a personal
commitment to this cause, because some of the guys we served
with are either dead or missing."

But 50 years after the Korean War began, countless questions
elude answers:

More than 8,100 U.S. servicemen are listed as missing in
action, including 20 from Orange County.

At least 21 American POWs defected to the communists,
and hundreds of others signed documents critical of the United
States. Did some come home as secret communist agents, like
a key character in "The Manchurian Candidate"?

Countless documents remain classified. What secrets do they
hold?
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Keene was born in Georgia in 1918 and served as a pilot in
World War II. He received an Order of the Red Star medal
from the Soviet Union for ferrying planes from Iran to Russia.

After the war, Keene attended law school but quit before
earning a degree. He became the second husband of Ferrol
Olson and stepfather to her son, Sheldon.

They moved to 210 Main St. in Seal Beach in 1947. Keene
worked for a paper company and fathered three children.

When the Korean War started, he was called as a reservist and
served as a flight instructor with Stoll at Forbes Air Force Base
in Kansas. In the fall of 1952, the two men decided they would
rather fight than teach. They formed a B-29 crew, nicknamed
"Kass's Kiddies," and posed for a photo before heading to
Asia.

Keene and radio operator Myron "Smoky" Sestak were the
first to arrive at Yokota Air Base in Japan. Stoll came hours
later, too late to join them as observers on a bombing mission.

"I did everything I could to make the flight that night," Stoll
said. "I'm a firm believer that the Lord looks out for you. If I'd
gone, things might have been different."

The B-29 pilot, William F. Sawyer, forgot to turn off his
navigation lights, according to declassified documents,
exposing the plane to enemy fire.

Keene was the first to bail out. Sawyer was last, landing on an
allied-controlled island off Korea's west coast. One other
crewman swam to safety. Sestak's body was recovered with a
gunshot to his head. Nine other airmen, including Keene,
vanished.

Keene's widow died in 1956 of a broken heart, said her son,
Olson, now 66.

A retired air traffic controller living in Fresno, Olson has spent
the past two yearssurfing the Internet and writing letters to
learn what became of his stepfather. His search yielded
documents in Russian, Korean and Chinese that detail how a
MiG pilot earned a 1,500-ruble award -- about $53 -- for
downing the B-29.

He also found a declassified U.S. Air Force intelligence report
about 137 MIAs, including Keene. One passage says: "The
Source stated that the subject (Keene) was sentenced to 21½
years for assaulting a fellow prisoner. He was sentenced in
July 53. According to the sentence, he was not to be effected
[sic] by repatriation."

Getting into a fight with a fellow prisoner sounded like Keene,
Olson said.

"If you knew Kassell, he would have a fight with another
prisoner who's a rat or a stool pigeon," he said.

Olson and Stoll have requested more information about "the
Source" and demanded to know what the Air Force did about
the report.

A March 1999 Air Force response described the story of
Keene's captivity "apocryphal" and said there was no evidence
he had ever been held prisoner.

When Stoll asked the Air Force for more information, officials
told him that there were too many documents to plow through
and that many of the documents are classified. Stoll said he
feels betrayed as both a career Air Force officer and Keene's
fellow crewman.

"All I get is the runaround," Stoll said. "We're talking 50 years
later and they're still keeping secrets. It's the Forgotten War,
and they want to keep it that way."

Orange County Register news researcher Dick Glasow
contributed to this report.

John Gittelsohn can be reached at (714) 796-7969 or by e-mail
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